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Grade 8 & 8 Honors

Unit Plan # 1
Title: The Main Events
Subject: Plot and Conflict | Length of Time: ~6 weeks
Learning Targets
Conceptual Category: Text Analysis & Reading
Unit Objectives:

Analyze how incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision
Identify plot stages, conflicts, and subplots

Analyze suspense

Identify and analyze sequence and cause-effect relationships

Make inferences and cite evidence to support them

Progress Indicators for Reading Literature

Key Ideas and Details

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of
the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Craft and Structure

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative

and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,

including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader

(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or
live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.

RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature)

RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details




R1.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Craft and Structure

RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role
of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

R1.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RI1.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Writing

Text Types and Purposes

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

D. Establish and maintain a formal style.

E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.




C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.

D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.

F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among
experiences and events.

D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been addressed.

W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

A. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

B. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).




Range of Writing

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

B. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

C. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.

SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
guantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Progress Indicators for Language

Conventions of Standard English

L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
A. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.
B. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
C. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
D. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.
L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.
A. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.
B. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
C. Spell correctly.




Knowledge of Language
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
A. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or
its part of speech. :

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.

B. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.

C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

Conceptual Category: Writing & Language

Unit Objectives:

Write a personal narrative

Use and understand perfect and progressive tense
Maintain pronoun-antecedent agreement

Use coordinating conjunctions and semicolons correctly

Unit Essential Questions: Unit Enduring Understandings:

What makes a story worth telling? Recognition and application of conflict as an unavoidable
part of the human condition and its reflection of a person’s
character

How do stories capture your imagination and keep Recognition that organic plot development allows for

audiences riveted? escapism through literature

How do we tell our own stories in captivating ways? Effectively demonstrate narrative techniques in writing

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:
Journals/Writing Portfolios; Entrance/Exit Slips; Choral Responses; Do Nows; Vocabulary Quizzes; Comprehension
Quizzes; Open-Ended Responses

Summative Assessments:
Unit Test; Essay; Project; Report; Presentation




Lesson Plans

Suggested Readings

Honors (Additional Readings)

John Steinbeck — Of Mice and Men

Choice of film screenplay to identity conflicts, subplots

Holt McDougall Text — “The Elevator,” “Clean Sweep,”
“The Hitchhiker,” “My First Free Summer”

Holt McDougall Text — “Paul Revere’s Ride”

Suggested Writing Pieces

Honors (Modified Writing Pieces)

Writing Workshop: Personal Narrative

Utilize additional readings for an alternate topic

Speaking & Listening Workshop: Presenting an Oral
Narrative

Holt McDougal Text- Assessment Practice: “The
Invaders”




Unit Plan # 2

Title: Through Different Eyes

Subject: Character and Point of View | Length of Time: ~6 weeks
Learning Targets

Conceptual Category: Text Analysis & Reading

Unit Objectives:

Analyze differences in points of view and the effects they create

Analyze how dialogue or incidents in a story reveal aspects of a character
Identify and analyze sound devices and their impact on meaning
Determine the central idea of a text and its relationship to supporting ideas
Infer characters’ motivations

Identify scope of ideas and information in different texts

Progress Indicators for Reading Literature
Key Ideas and Details

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of
the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Craft and Structure

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or
live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature)

RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.




Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

R1.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

R1.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Craft and Structure

R1.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role
of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RI1.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed.
Progress Indicators for Writing

Text Types and Purposes

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

F. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

G. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

H. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

I. Establish and maintain a formal style.




J.  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

G. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).

H. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.

I. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.

J.  Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

K. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.

L. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

F. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

G. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

H. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among
experiences and events.

I.  Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

J.  Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been addressed.

W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.




Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

C. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

D. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

E. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

F. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

G. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

H. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.

SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
guantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.




Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Progress Indicators for Language

Conventions of Standard English

L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
E. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.
F. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
G. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
H. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

D. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

E. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

F. Spell correctly.

Knowledge of Language

L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
B. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
E. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
F. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).
G. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or
its part of speech.




H. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.
D. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.
E. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
F. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

Conceptual Category: Writing & Language

Unit Objectives:

Write a critical review

Identify and use comparative and superlative forms correctly
Form and use verb moods correctly

Identify and use verb tenses correctly

Unit Essential Questions: Unit Enduring Understandings:

What brings a character to life? Recognition and application of the idea that characters are
a direct reflection of people we all know

How do writers create characters that trigger reactions Recognition that a character’s personality and point of

like empathy, love, or hate? view influences our reactions

How do we appropriately justify an opinion about a text Effectively demonstrate critical review techniques in

using information from the text? writing

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:
Journals/Writing Portfolios; Entrance/Exit Slips; Choral Responses; Do Nows; Vocabulary Quizzes; Comprehension
Quizzes; Open-Ended Responses

Summative Assessments:
Unit Test; Essay; Project; Report; Presentation

Lesson Plans

Suggested Readings Honors (Additional Readings)

R.J. Palacio- Wonder Holt McDougall Text —*“Who Are You Today, Maria?”

Holt McDougall Text — “The Treasure of Lemon
Brown,” “Rules of the Game,” “The Mysterious Mr.
Lincoln”

Suggested Writing Pieces Honors (Modified Writing Pieces)

Writing Workshop: Critical Review Utilize additional readings for an alternate topic

Holt McDougal Text- Assessment Practice: “A Year
Down Yonder”




Unit Plan # 3

Title: The Place to Be

Subject: Setting and Mood | Length of Time: ~6 weeks
Learning Targets

Conceptual Category: Text Analysis & Reading

Unit Objectives:

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its relationship to the characters and setting
Identify and analyze mood

Analyze how differences in points of view create effects

Compare how authors achieve their purposes in two non-fiction texts

Develop strategies for reading, including predicting, connecting, and setting a purpose for reading
Infer characters’ motivations

Read and analyze a primary source

Read science-fiction

Progress Indicators for Reading Literature
Key ldeas and Details

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of
the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Craft and Structure

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or
live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature)

RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity




RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

R1.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Craft and Structure

R1.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

R1.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role
of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

R1.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

R1.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Writing
Text Types and Purposes

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.




K. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

L. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

M. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

N. Establish and maintain a formal style.

0. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

M. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).

N. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.

0. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships

among ideas and concepts.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

7O P

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

K. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

L. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

M. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among
experiences and events.

N. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

0. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been addressed.




W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

E. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

F. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.
|. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.
J.  Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
K. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.
L. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.




SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Progress Indicators for Language

Conventions of Standard English
L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
I.  Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.
J.  Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice,
K. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
L. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.
L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.
G. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.
H. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission,
I.  Spell correctly.

Knowledge of Language
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
C. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
J.  Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).




K. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or
its part of speech.

L. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.
G. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.
H. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
I.  Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

Conceptual Category: Writing & Language

Unit Objectives:
Write a comparison-contrast essay
Use ellipses and dashes correctly

Unit Essential Questions: Unit Enduring Understandings:

Where can imagination take you? Recognition and application of descriptive language to
elicit images in readers’ minds

What makes a story such a page-turner? Recognition that location and atmosphere draw audiences
in to a story

How do we link multiple elements of stories in a Effectively demonstrate compare-contrast techniques in

balanced way? writing

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:
Journals/Writing Portfolios; Entrance/Exit Slips; Choral Responses; Do Nows; Vocabulary Quizzes; Comprehension
Quizzes; Open-Ended Responses

Summative Assessments:
Unit Test; Essay; Project; Report; Presentation

Lesson Plans

Suggested Readings Honors (Additional Readings)

Lois Lowry — The Giver Richard Connell - “The Most Dangerous Game”
Holt McDougall Text — “The Monkey’s Paw,” Shirley Jackson — “The Lottery”
“Hallucination”

Suggested Writing Pieces Honors (Modified Writing Pieces)
Writing Workshop: Comparison-Contrast Essay Utilize additional readings for an alternate topic

Holt McDougal Text- Assessment Practice: “Never Get

Lost on the Trail”




Unit Plan # 4

Title: 4 World of Meaning

Subject: Theme and Symbol I Length of Time: ~6 weeks

Learning Targets

Conceptual Category: Text Analysis & Reading

Unit Objectives:

Identify and interpret symbols

Determine and analyze theme

Determine, analyze, and compare universal themes
Make inferences and draw conclusions

Synthesize information and make generalizations
Read a drama

Progress Indicators for Reading Literature
Key Ideas and Details

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of
the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Craft and Structure

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or
live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature)

RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.




Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details

RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

R1.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Craft and Structure

R1.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role
of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

R1.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

RI1.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RI.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Writing
Text Types and Purposes

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.




o

Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

Establish and maintain a formal style.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

S.

V.

W.

X.

Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).

Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.

Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

P.

8

Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among
experiences and events.

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been addressed.




W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

G. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

H. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

M. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

N. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

0. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

P. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.




SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Progress Indicators for Language

Conventions of Standard English

L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
M. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.
N. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
0. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
P. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

J.  Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

K. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

L. Spell correctly.

Knowledge of Language
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
D. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing

uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use




L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

M. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

N. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

0. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or
its part of speech.

P. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.
J. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.
K. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
L. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

Conceptual Category: Writing & Language

Unit Objectives:

Write a short story

Use participles and participle phrases
Use the active voice

Unit Essential Questions: Unit Enduring Understandings:

What are life’s hidden messages? Recognition and application of an author’s underlying
messages and symbolism

What makes a story memorable? Recognition that themes can give you insights into events,
issues, and relationships in your life

How do we convey a lesson in an imaginative way? Effectively demonstrate short story techniques in writing

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:
Journals/Writing Portfolios; Entrance/Exit Slips; Choral Responses; Do Nows; Vocabulary Quizzes; Comprehension
Quizzes; Open-Ended Responses

Summative Assessments:
Unit Test; Essay; Project; Report; Presentation

Lesson Plans

Suggested Readings Honors (Additional Readings)
Randy Pausch — The Last Lecture Choice of children’s literature author’s biography or
autobiography

Children’s Literature — Seuss, Dahl, Silverstein, various
Folk Tales/Fairy Tales, The Phantom Tollbooth

Suggested Writing Pieces Honors (Modified Writing Pieces)

Writing Workshop: Short Story Utilize additional readings for an alternate topic

Holt McDougal Text- Assessment Practice: “A Blind
Man Catches a Bird”




Unit Plan # 5

Title: A Unique Imprint

Subject: Style, Voice, and Tone

Length of Time: ~6 weeks

Learning Targets

Conceptual Category: Text Analysis & Reading

Unit Objectives:

Analyze how the structure of a text contributes to its meaning and style

Compare and contrast style

Identify and analyze voice, irony, and tone, including the impact of specific word choices on tone

Use and interpret graphic aids
Synthesize information

Progress Indicators for Reading Literature
Key Ideas and Details

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of
the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Craft and Structure

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or
live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature)

RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.




Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text
Key ldeas and Details
RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

R1.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Craft and Structure

RI.8.4, Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role
of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

R1.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

R1.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

RI1.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

RI1.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

R1.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Writing
Text Types and Purposes

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.




U. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

V. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

W. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

X. Establish and maintain a formal style.

Y. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

Y. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).

Z. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.

AA. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.

BB. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

CC. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.

DD. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

U. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

V. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

W. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among
experiences and events.

X. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

Y. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been addressed.




W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

I.  Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

). Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

Q. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

R. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

S. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

T. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.




SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Progress Indicators for Language

Conventions of Standard English

L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
Q. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.
R. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
S. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
T. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

M. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

N. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

0. Spell correctly.

Knowledge of Language
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
E. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing

uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use




L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Q. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

R. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

S. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or
its part of speech.

T. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

M. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.

N. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.

0. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

Conceptual Category: Writing & Language

Unit Objectives:

Write a literary analysis

Write concisely by using appositives and appositive phrases
Form compound and complex sentences

Unit Essential Questions: Unit Enduring Understandings:

What’s in style? Recognition and application of how a writer’s style can
influence an audience’s reaction

How is voice created through a writer’s one-of-a-kind Recognition of compositional risks and how they make an

style? author’s writing uniquely theirs

How do we write a response to literature? Effectively demonstrate literary analysis techniques in
writing

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:
Journals/Writing Portfolios; Entrance/Exit Slips; Choral Responses; Do Nows; Vocabulary Quizzes; Comprehension
Quizzes; Open-Ended Responses

Summative Assessments:
Unit Test; Essay; Project; Report; Presentation

Lesson Plans

Suggested Readings Honors (Additional Readings)

Greek Mythology - Echoes firom Mt. Olympus Holt McDougall Text — “Us and Them,” “O Captain! My
Captain!” “I Saw Old General at Bay”

Holt McDougall Text — “The Lady, or the Tiger?” “The
Simple Commandments of Journalistic Ethics”

Suggested Writing Pieces Honors (Modified Writing Pieces)
Writing Workshop: Literary Analysis Utilize additional readings for an alternate topic

Holt McDougal Text- Assessment Practice: “A Hike in | Speaking & Listening Workshop: Presenting a Response to
New York City” Literature




Unit Plan # 6

Title: Our Place in the World

Subject: History, Culture, and the Author | Length of Time: ~6 weeks

Learning Targets

Conceptual Category: Text Analysis & Reading

Unit Objectives:

Identify and analyze influences of writer’s background on plot and theme

Identify and analyze historical and cultural context of selections and their effect on plot and theme
Analyze author’s purpose

Make inferences

Analyze sensory details and their influence on meaning

Compare and contrast

Progress Indicators for Reading Literature
Key Ideas and Details

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of
the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Craft and Structure

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
Integration of Knowledge and ldeas

RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or
live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature)

RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.




Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text
Key Ideas and Details
RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

R1.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Craft and Structure

RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role
of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

R1.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

R1.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the

reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

R1.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

R1.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Writing
Text Types and Purposes

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.




Z. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

AA. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

BB. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

CC. Establish and maintain a formal style.

DD. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

EE. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).

FF. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.

GG. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.

HH. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

Il. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.

Jl.  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

Z. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

AA. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

BB. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among
experiences and events.

CC. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

DD. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been addressed.




W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

K. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

L. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

U. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

V. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

W. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

X. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.




SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Progress Indicators for Language

Conventions of Standard English
L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
U. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.
V. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
W. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
X. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.
L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.
P. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.
Q. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
R. Spell correctly.

Knowledge of Language
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
F. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
U. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
V. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).




its part of speech.
X.

meanings.
P.
Q.
R.

Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal

comprehension or expression.

W. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word

irony, puns) in context.

Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to

Conceptual Category: Writing & Language

Unit Objectives:

Write a cause-and-effect essay

Combine sentences to form a compound-complex sentence
Use colons and semicolons correctly

Unit Essential Questions:
What shapes who we are?

How can we better understand how authors are inspired
to create?

Unit Enduring Understandings:

Recognition and application of how a writer’s culture, at
both national and personal levels, contributes to his/her
identity

Examination of writers’ experiences to read into literature
with deeper insight

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:

Journals/Writing Portfolios; Entrance/Exit Slips; Choral Responses; Do Nows; Vocabulary Quizzes; Comprehension

Quizzes; Open-Ended Responses

Summative Assessments:
Unit Test; Essay; Project; Report; Presentation

Lesson Plans

Suggested Readings

Honors (Additional Readings)

Hans Peter Richter — Friedrich
Beverley Naidoo — The Other Side of Truth

Ji-Li Jiang — Red Scarf Girl

Ruta Sepetys — Between the Shades of Gray
Markus Zusak — The Book Thief

John Boyne — The Boy in the Striped Pajamas

Suggested Writing Pieces

Honors (Modified Writing Pieces)

Writing Workshop: Cause-and-Effect Essay

Utilize additional readings for an alternate topic

Holt McDougal Text- Assessment Practice: “Caught by
the Sea”

Technology Workshop: Producing a PowerPoint
Presentation




Unit Plan # 7

Title: State Your Case

Subject: Argument and Persuasion I Length of Time: ~6 weeks
Learning Targets

Conceptual Category: Text Analysis & Reading

Unit Objectives:

Compare arguments in persuasive texts

Identify and analyze persuasive techniques
Analyze reasoning for soundness

Determine an author’s purpose

Analyze comparisons and contrasts

Analyze rhetoric

Evaluate the argument in a text

Evaluate evidence for relevance and sufficiency

Progress Indicators for Reading Literature
Key Ideas and Details

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of
the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Craft and Structure

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or
live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature)

RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.

Range of Readng and Level of Text Complexity




RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

R1.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Craft and Structure

R1.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role
of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

R1.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
R1.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Writing
Text Types and Purposes

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

EE. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

FF. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

GG. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

HH. Establish and maintain a formal style.

Il. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.




W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

KK. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).

LL. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples,

MM. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.

NN. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

00.Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.

PP. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

EE. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

FF. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

GG. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among
experiences and events.

HH. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

Il. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been addressed.

W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),

drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.




W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

M. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

N. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

Y. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

Z. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

AA. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

BB. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.

SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.




SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.
Progress Indicators for Language

Conventions of Standard English

L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Y. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.

Z. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.

AA. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.

BB. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

S. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

T. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

U. Spell correctly.

Knowledge of Language
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

G. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Y. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

Z. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

AA. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or
its part of speech.

BB. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
meanings.

S. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.

T. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.

U. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.




Conceptual Category: Writing & Language

Unit Objectives:

Write a persuasive essay

Use parallelism to link related ideas
Use punctuation marks correctly

Unit Essential Questions:
Whom can you believe?

How can we understand how writing can influence what
we wear, buy, or believe?

Unit Enduring Understandings:

Recognition and application of authors’ influence over
audience

Examination of elements of a text to identify author’s
purpose and technique

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:

Journals/Writing Portfolios; Entrance/Exit Slips; Choral Responses; Do Nows; Vocabulary Quizzes; Comprehension

Quizzes; Open-Ended Responses

Summative Assessments:
Unit Test; Essay; Project; Report; Presentation

Lesson Plans

Suggested Readings

Honors (Additional Readings)

Holt McDougal Text — “The Sanctuary of School,
“Educating Sons,” “The First Americans”

Erin Gruwell — The Freedom Writers Diary

Various print/digital ad campaigns

Choice of political campaign speech to identify author’s
arguments and persuasive techniques

Holt McDougal Text — “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of
July?”

Suggested Writing Pieces

Honors (Modified Writing Pieces)

Writing Workshop: Persuasive Essay

Utilize additional readings for an alternate topic

Holt McDougal Text- Assessment Practice: “Nuclear
Energy: Does It Make Sense for the Environment?”




Unit Plan # 8

Title: Investigation and Discovery

Subject: The Power of Research | Length of Time: ~2 weeks

Learning Targets

Conceptual Category: Developing Research Skills

Unit Objectives:

Plan research

Develop relevant research questions

Use library and media center resources

Evaluate information source, including non-fiction books, periodicals, and websites
Conduct your own research

Conceptual Category: Writing & Language

Unit Objectives:

Write a research paper

Formulate a major research question

Locate and evaluate sources

Take notes

Prepare a source list

Summarize and paraphrase

Quote directly and avoid plagiarism

Present clear and accurate perspectives on a topic
Document sources and prepare a Works Cited list
Follow a standard format of citation

Capitalize and punctuate citations correctly

Progress Indicators for Reading Literature
Key Ideas and Details

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of
the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Craft and Structure

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature)

RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or




RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.
Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

R1.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Craft and Structure

RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RI.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role
of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

RI1.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

R1.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RI.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed.




Progress Indicators for Writing
Text Types and Purposes

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

JJ. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

KK. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

LL. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

MM.  Establish and maintain a formal style.

NN. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

QQ.Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia).

RR. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.

SS. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.

TT. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

UU.Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.

VV. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information
or explanation presented.

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

J). Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

KK. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

LL. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among
experiences and events.

MM.  Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

NN. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Production and Distribution of Writing
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)




W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been addressed.

W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

0. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

P. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.

CC. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

DD.Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

EE. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

FF. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.




SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Presentation of Knowledge and ldeas

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Progress Indicators for Language

Conventions of Standard English

L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
CC. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.
DD. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
EE. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
FF. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

V. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

W. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

X. Spell correctly.

Knowledge of Language
L.8.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
H. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

L.8.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.




its part of speech.

meanings.

comprehension or expression.

CC. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

DD. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

EE. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or

FF. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word

V. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.

W. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.

X. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to

Unit Essential Questions:
How can I find answers?

Where do I look for information?

How do we collect and present information researched in
writing?

Unit Enduring Understandings:

Understand numerous techniques to locate and evaluate
information

Utilize information to express knowledge of a topic

Effectively demonstrate research essay techniques in
writing

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:

Topic Choice; Outline; Note Cards; Works Cited Page; Rough Draft; Student-Teacher Conferences

Summative Assessments:
Research Paper

Lesson Plans

Readings

Honors (Additional Readings)

Various informational texts of choice

Additional source requirements

Writing Pieces

Honors (Modified Writing Pieces)

Writing Workshop: Research Paper

Utilize additional readings for an alternate topic

Speaking & Listening Workshop: Presenting a Research
Paper




Unit Plan Vocabulary

Title: Vocabulary

Subject: Vocabulary Acquisition | Length of Time: All Year

Learning Targets

Conceptual Category: Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workbooks

Unit Objectives:

Learn definitions of new words

Learn synonyms and antonyms

Determine proper word choice from context clues
Use words correctly in writing

Understand words in context

Conceptual Category: Holt McDougall Vocabulary in Context

Unit Objectives:

Identify and utilize different acquisition strategies, including context clues, clarifying word definitions, and keeping a
word list

Choose unknown words from context and predict, then learn the definition

Apply new words in writing

C Progress Indicators for Reading Literature
Key Ideas and Details

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of
the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Craft and Structure

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RL.8.7. Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or
live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script.
RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature)

RL.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is
rendered new.




Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

RL.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at
grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.

Progress Indicators for Reading Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

RI.8.1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

R1.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

R1.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or
events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Craft and Structure

RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

R1.8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including the role
of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

RI1.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital
text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is
introduced.

RI.8.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background
knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

R1.8.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed.




Progress Indicators for Writing
Text Types and Purposes

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

00.Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

PP. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

QQ.Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

RR. Establish and maintain a formal style.

SS. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
WW. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information, using text structures
(e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features
(e.g., headings, graphics, and multimedia).
XX. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations,
or other information and examples.
YY. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.
ZZ. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
AAA. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, and form.
BBB.  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented.

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

00.Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

PP. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

QQ.Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among
experiences and events.

RR. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

SS. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.




Production and Distribution of Writing

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and style
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well
purpose and audience have been addressed.

W.8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with
others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Q. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction
draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

R. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Progress Indicators for Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly.
GG. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to
probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.




HH.Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals
and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

Il. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions
and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

JJ. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify
their own views in light of the evidence presented.

SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its
presentation.

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen
claims and evidence, and add interest.

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English
when indicated or appropriate.

Progress Indicators for Language

Conventions of Standard English

L.8.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
GG. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their
function in particular sentences.
HH. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
Il. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
Jl. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

L.8.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

Y. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

Z. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

AA. Spell correctly.




Knowledge of Language

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

its part of speech.

meanings.

comprehension or expression.

L.8.3, Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
I Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to
achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing
uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

L.8.4, Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on
grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
GG. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
HH. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).
IIl. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or

JJ. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in context orin a dictionary).

L.8.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word

Y. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.

Z. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.

AA. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

L.8.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to

Unit Essential Questions:
How do I acquire a vast vocabulary?

How do we best express our ideas using a variety of
words?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
Application of different acquisition strategies

Effectively apply new words in writing

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments:

Word Walls; Journals; Vocabulary Logs; Workbook Exercises; Vocabulary Quizzes; Vocabulary Charades;

Vocabulary Jeopardy

Summative Assessments:
Writing Samples; Multiple-Choice Tests; Projects

Lesson Plans

Readings Honors (Additional Readings)
Various readings Additional word requirements
Writing Pieces Honors (Modified Writing Pieces)

All Writing Samples

Utilize additional/advanced words in all writing samples




